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Updated Abstract	Comment by Orne, Tiffani N. (LARC-E3)[SSAI DEVELOP]: Tips: 
Be concise. Give only high-level information. 

Include 1) what the problem was, 2) what you did in response, and 3) what the benefits or outcomes are/will be. 

Include what NASA Earth observations were involved. 

Include who the decision makers are and what the decision being made is.

Write in active voice in simple past tense: www.englishpractice.com/improve/active-passive-voice-simple-tense/ 

Example Outline:
• Brief background introduction to the issue/concerns at hand (one to two sentences)
• The partners/end-users involved and the decision making process that is taking place and can be enhanced by the integration of NASA Earth observations (one to two sentences)
• What NASA Earth observations are being used, considering methodology and products (one to two sentences)
• The benefits of this project - how will end-users use your methodology in the future? (one sentence)
[bookmark: h.m2zk9tf7bw84]Hydrilla verticillata is an invasive aquatic plant that has become a serious problem in Southeastern United States, especially impacting vegetation and water quality. Traditionally, Hydrilla infestation has been tackled using a combination of field based physical, chemical and biological methods, which are often costly. Rapid and accurate spatio-temporal estimates of Hydrilla density and distribution facilitate better monitoring and management of this invasive plant. NASA Landsat 8 Operational Land Imager (OLI) imagery in combination with in situ data were used to map Hydrilla distributions and density in four lakes across Georgia (GA) and Florida (FL). Performances of Visible Resistant Atmospheric Index (VARI) and Green Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (GNDVI) were analyzed in terms of mapping Hydrilla density and distribution, using a combination of statistical techniques, such as coefficient of determination (R2), percent normalized root mean square error (%RMSE), and residual trends. The proposed work is innovative because it will use Landsat 8 OLI data to study the spread of the aquatic invasive plants in GA and FL inland waters. The resulting detection tool for monitoring Hydrilla distribution can be used for water quality restoration decision-making by the project end-users, Georgia Power, J. W. Jones Ecological Research Center, and Henry County Water Authority. This tool will be an efficient alternative to otherwise harmful physical or chemical measures, and facilitate adaptive plant management.
[bookmark: h.m2zk9tf7bw84]Keywords: Remote Sensing, Landsat 8-OLI, Hydrilla, Aquatic Plants, Invasive Species
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